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Abrakadoodle stirs creativity in children 

By Anne Keisman 
12/08/2004
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David E. and Georgia Edwards own and coordinate Loudoun's Abrakadoodle franchise. Abrakadoodle is the only visual arts enrichment program for children in the United States sponsored by Crayola. 
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Profile
Names: Georgia and David E. Edwards
Name of business: Abrakadoodle
Phone: 703-777-5535
E-mail: DEdwards@abrakadoodle.com or GEdwards@abrakadoodle.com
Web site: www.abrakadoodle.com
Mission: To inspire the artist in every child.
Cost of classes: Between $45 and $65 

From Renoir to Picasso, from the old masters to modern abstraction - all are inspiration for Abrakadoodle, a national art-enrichment program for children that just arrived in Loudoun County. 

	


Georgia and David E. Edwards, 15-year Leesburg residents and owners of the Loudoun franchise, are currently searching for teachers to fill a growing need in the county - the need for creative expression. 

"Children need an aesthetic counterpart to what I call the hard sciences," said David Edwards, who said recent public education budget cuts have put arts programs on the chopping block. 

The founders of the company, noted educator and Loudoun resident Mary Rogers and artist Lori Schue, designed the program to nurture children's creativity through drawing, collage, sculpture, mosaics, painting and food design. The children also learn the history of art along the way. 

"Each syllabus is designed to have an actual hands-on art experience combined with sit-down academic learning," said Edwards. Rogers also founded another successful company, ComputerTots, which has provided technology classes to more than a million children around the world. 

Edwards added that the program will serve Loudoun's fast-growing elementary school population and Abrakadoodle is the only arts-enrichment program sponsored by Crayola. The Edwardses got involved when David retired from the State Department and began fishing around for something to keep active. 

"Golf bores me, quite frankly," he said, adding later, "I was looking for a franchise and this one jumped out at me." His wife, Georgia, was the principal of a bilingual school in Guatemala, where they lived for 14 years. Both she and her husband believe that arts education is essential for children's development. 

The Edwardses hope to develop a curriculum for special education students. "This is a project very close to my heart," David Edwards said. 

The couple hopes to find enough teachers to build a robust franchise in the area. Because the hours are flexible, David Edwards said, the job might be attractive to stay-at-home moms, who can bring their own children to class as long as they participate. 

No special certification is necessary unless the class is offered through the public schools. The Edwardses are working closely with the county's Department of Parks and Recreation to find county facilities for the classes. 

They are looking for high-energy teachers who love working with children. Each candidate will undergo a criminal background check, Edwards said. References and personal interviews are also paramount factors in their search. 

Abrakadoodle classes can be set up in private schools, community centers, preschools, public schools and day care centers. Three age groups are served: Mini-doodlers (ages 20 months-2 years), Twosey-doodlers (ages 2-3) and Doodlers (ages 3-12). 

For information about classes in your area or teaching opportunities, call the Edwardses at 703-777-5535. 

