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Abrakadoodle uses hands-on methods to teach art skills


Jim Hart  -  12/08/04 
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Assisting a couple of first and second-grade students with their art education at the Children’s Hour Academy in Lake Oswego are, from left, Abrakadoodle artist/teacher Mariola Staines and Abrakadoodle directors Dan and Stephanie Hascall, all of West Linn
 


There’s a new sensation sweeping the nation; at least the nation of kids aged 20 months to 12 years.
It’s called Abrakadoodle, and it professes to teach art skills to kids with the tried-and-true hands-on method of instruction.
With a curriculum designed by art teachers using the Jean Piaget child-centered learning method, Abrakadoodle goes beyond the hand-eye dexterity needed to produce something creative, according to Dan Hascall, co-director of West Linn’s franchise of Abrakadoodle.
Art education stimulates and develops imaginative and critical thinking, he says. It also enhances cognitive, creative and problem-solving skills.
Abrakadoodle teachers, trained in the Piaget method by Codirector Stephanie Hascall, are now at Stafford Primary School and Kindercare in West Linn as well as other locations in nearby cities.
Beginning in January, there should be two classes at Stafford as well as one at Willamette Primary and one at the Sunset Fire Hall for the city of West Linn Parks and Recreation Department.


They’ll also set up shop in Lake Oswego schools for the Lake Oswego Parks and Recreation Department and at the Lakewood Center for the Arts. Last week Abrakadoodle artist/teacher Mariola Staines of West Linn was teaching with Stephanie Hascall in the Children’s Hour Academy in Lake Oswego, a private school that began in West Linn in the late-1980s. In the center of the beginning circle was Splat, the class’ stuffed mascot dog. Staines and Hascall were teaching kids in grades 1-3 the petit point method that was perfected by 19th century French impressionist Georges Seurat. “The younger kids get really excited about their art,” Stephanie said. “They were telling (mascot) Splat how they liked their art, giving him a high-five and showing him their pictures.”


Abrakadoodle has become the major art education given students at Lake Oswego’s Children’s Hour Academy, according to its executive director and owner, Patricia Thomas. “Art is an important component in children’s development,” she said. “It reaches so many learning areas. And the components of art just take imagination to a whole different level. (Abrakadoodle) is the frosting on the cake in what we do.”

Abrakadoodle’s curriculum, considered developmentally appropriate, is divided into three levels – depending on the students’ ages. And classes are kept small to increase one-on-one time.


Dan Hascall handles most of the business activity related to the family’s Abrakadoodle franchise, while his wife handles teacher training, research and application of curriculum and organization of materials. “This arrangement works well for us,” she said, “because he has a background in business and I have a background in teaching.”


Stephanie has a college degree and a number of years of experience as a teacher’s assistant in preschools, day-care centers and public schools with young students with special needs.” We use teachers who are fully certificated,” she said. “I teach the (Jean Piaget) process to the teachers.”


Nationally, an educator and a published artist developed Abrakadoodle. They produced curriculum and lesson plans that help develop hand-eye coordination, motor skills, language, problem solving and planning, creativity and other developmentally appropriate goals.


There are two Abrakadoodle models, according to Dan Hascall, the enrichment (after-school) and the integrated (during class time) models. The integrated model, he says, exceeds the national standards for visual arts. “This is truly art education,” he said.

The entire curriculum is based on the (Swiss psychologist) Jean Piaget model of child-centered learning. “We teach the process,” said Dan Hascall. “(Students) do everything, and we don’t touch their art. We ask questions (to inspire their creativity). For example, we might ask: ‘What would happen if we mixed this color with that color?”

In simple terms: It’s a hands-on, learn-by-doing method. “Most children respond well to this method,” he said, “because it builds self-confidence and self-esteem. It also gives them the feeling that there’s no ‘wrong’ in art.” Dan Hascall says he and his wife got into Abrakadoodle because they believe art is being taken out of too many schools.

“When we found out that Abrakadoodle was true art education as well as fun for the kids,” he said, “we thought that this was a great thing to do.” Stephanie Hascall says she’ll take time with the kids over administrative work any day. And what she loves about Abrakadoodle is the way it affects the kids and how they affect her. “They light me up; I love them,” she said. “It’s the joy in their faces and the excitement they get out of our classes that brings me back every day.”


For more information on Abrakadoodle classes, contact the Hascalls at 503-650-5805 or visit the Abrakadoodle corporate Web site at www.abrakadoodle.com

